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Whist Drive
… in the back room of the Reading Room,  
December 9th & 23rd. Arrive at 6.45pm to start at 7 pm.

Croughton School  
Christmas Fayre
Friday 5th December 16.30–19.00
The children of Croughton All Saints are 
looking forward to welcoming you to our 
school Christmas Fayre. Despite being smaller than previous 
events, there will be so much on offer, including our pupils 
“Child Enterprise Stalls” and lots of festive games.
Local photographer, Craig Churchill, Brackley Hogwatch, 
Brackley Care Home, Raven Creations and Els Bits and 
Pieces will also be joining us for this fun filled evening.

We will be serving a lovely variety of 
refreshments, mulled wine and mince 
pies, sweet treats baked by our pupils and 
more delicious food, including Sarah from 
Croughton Tea Rooms delicious quiche! 
If anyone has any suitable raffle or tombola 
donations, please do let us know, we’d be 
happy to collect.  Or do drop them into the 
school office if you are able.
We appreciate your support and look 
forward to seeing you there.

The draw will take place  
in the Tea Rooms on Friday 19th December 

Headteacher: Mrs Sarah Smith 
High Street , Croughton, Northamptonshire, NN13 5LT 

Tel.  01869 810727  bursar@croughton.northants-ecl.gov.uk
www.croughtonallsaints.northants.sch.uk

Wednesday 17th December 2025 
at 2:15pm
Pupils of the school invite you to listen to 
some Christmas singing, enjoy some tasty 
treats and gather in our school hall
You MUST please let the school office know 
you will be attending as we have a limited 
number of spaces – ring 01869 810727.

We invite the local residents 
of Croughton to our Christmas 
Community Tea 

We look forward to welcoming you!

The Blackbird 
The relaunch of The Blackbird on Saturday 22nd November 
was a total success thanks to many aspects.
Full to the brim with local residents and friends enjoying food 
from the great “Pizza Boys”, singer Fi Channon and a glass of 
their favorite beverage.
We are up and running regular times as follows:
Monday - 5pm - 11pm
Tuesday through to Sunday (inclusive) - 11am - 11pm
We have arranged singer Amy Fleur from Brackley to 
entertain on 20th December.
Hoping internet will be installed to have Karaoke on 
Christmas Eve.
Christmas Day opening 11am – 2pm.
Boxing Day– The Morris Men return at 1pm.
Hopefully a scattering of am'in nights, open mic and quizzes.
Regards, Adrian, Chris and team.



ABILITY – Mini-Bus Service, Special Trips, December 2025
Date 	 Destination 	 Trip cost

Fri	 Milton Keynes 	 Free	 Milton Keynes Shopping Centre a vast choice  
5 Dec			   of high street shops and restaurants

Tues	 Oxford, including the 	 Free	 Christmas Market in Broad Street, The Covered Market,   
9th Dec	 Christmas Market		  shops and restaurants

Tues	 Christmas Party Saracen’s Head	 Free	 A festive two course meal turkey dinner with all the trimmings,  
16 Dec	 Towcester. Please take cash payment	 travel	 or the vegi option, plus a mince pie. £15 a head 
	 for this event. Max 60 people

Fri	 Bampton Garden Plants	 Free	 Family run garden centre. wide range of plants etc. The café 
19 Dec			   sells made in house, hot meals, sandwiches and cakes.

CPC meetings are held on the 
second Monday in the month, at 
7:30pm in Croughton Village Hall.
The minutes of all Croughton Parish 

Council meetings are published on the website:  
www.croughtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Planning Applications discussed:
1.	 https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/

Display/2025/4163/FULL  Single storey extension to side
2.	 https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/

Display/2025/4350/FULL  Proposed new garage, front, 
side & rear extensions and alterations inclusive of 
accompanying works.

The Council found no reason to raise any objections to either 
of the Planning Applications above.

Other items discussed:
•	 Traffic Working Group: Members of the working group 

are actively reporting HGV’s which are driving through 
Croughton in contravention of the 7.5T weight limit.

Croughton Parish Council – November 2025 meeting
•	 Allotment wall: At the time of the meeting, there had been 

no response from WNC about the Lawful Development 
Certificate which is key to the Parish Council moving 
forward with the project.

•	 Theft of a vehicle on High Street has been reported to the 
Police who are dealing with the incident.

•	 Vacancies: There are still 4 vacancies on the Council.  
One candidate has come forward and will be considered 
for Co-Option at the December meeting.  Two others 
have expressed an interest but are unable to join at the 
moment.  To clarify the importance of filling the vacancies: 
if there are not enough people for the Council to function, 
West Northamptonshire Council would have to nominate 
representatives to fill the vacancies.  

	 This is an exciting opportunity to influence decisions in the 
community and we welcome anyone who is interested to 
speak to a current Councillor or contact the clerk [clerk@
croughtonparishcouncil.gov.uk or 07863 356095 (call or 
text)] for more information.  (Please note that the clerk 
works part-time, so there may be a delay in her response)

ABILITY is a not-for-profit organisation that provides an  
on-demand bus service available to all ages.
There is a regular shopping service from Croughton to 
Banbury on Tuesdays and Thursdays and on Fridays to 
either Brackley or Bicester. There are also special trips out 
to a variety of locations, see the special trips list below. 
Concessionary bus passes are accepted. 
There is a fare payable to any non-concessionary bus pass 
holders. You need to register before you can use the service. 
There is an initial registration fee of £10 and an annual 
fee from £15 to £45 for single or from £20 to £55 for joint 
membership, depending on which level you choose. 
You also need to book your seat before you travel on a 
journey. Registration forms are available at Croughton Village 
Hall, Croughton Tea Rooms & the Co-op.
You can also register online at: https://abilitycic.org.uk/
membership/ or telephone 01327 604123 Monday-Friday 9am 
- 2pm (Voicemail out of hours)

ABILITY – Your Local On-
Demand Bus Travel, Connecting 
People With Places

Pop-up Blackbird
We'd like to thank everyone who came along to our Pop-up 
events over the last year. Our aim was to provide a pub-like 
atmosphere for villagers to meet up and stay connected whilst 
The Blackbird was closed, and we did it! 
Big thanks also to Pam, our fabulous bar person; to Simon for 
being our tech support; Emily & John, the bbq King & Queen 
and finally to all the Jammers for their great music & vocals. 
You are all amazing people.  
At the very beginning we decided that if funds raised were not 
needed to create a Community pub, then we would share them 
between Croughton Primary School,  Croughton Village Hall 
and the Church Mural Preservation Fund. This has now been 
done and all three have been delighted with our donations. 
The Blackbird is now open again and we wish Adrian, Chris 
& Hannah all the very best and we'll look forward to seeing 
you all on the right side of the bar!!

Footpath lighting
Please report any footpath lights to the Clerk.  
You will need the number of the light, located on the 
lamppost, and the street name.  
To contact the Clerk:  
clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.gov.uk or 07863 356095.



Astwick Vale Benefice Services 
for December 2025
Details at www.astwickvalebenefice.org
St. Michael, Aynho • All Saints, Croughton, •  
St. George, Evenley • St. Michael and All Angels, Farthinghoe 
• Most Holy Trinity, Hinton-in-the-Hedges

7th December
11.00am   Holy Communion, Aynho
9.15am  Morning Prayer, Croughton
11.00am  Morning Prayer, Evenley
9.15am  Holy Communion, Farthinghoe

14th December
10.00am Morning Service, Aynho
11.00am Communion, Croughton
9.15am Communion, Evenley
5.30pm Carol Service, Farthinghoe
11.00am Morning Service, Hinton

21st December
10.30am Benefice Holy Communion, Farthinghoe
4.00pm Carol Service, Croughton
5.30pm Carol Service, Evenley
6.00pm Carol Service, Hinton

28th December
10.30am Benefice Holy Communion, Croughton

Rector’s Ramblings
‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness could not 
understand it, and the darkness could not overcome it’. Our 
Christian faith has used the metaphor for light for millennia. 
It speaks through our senses to something we understand but 
might find hard to explain. With light we can see, we can know 
the world and our surroundings beyond the limitations of what 
we can grasp hold of or stumble into. This basic understanding 
is reflected in our use of language: Hope is kindled, Love 
sparks, sometimes the gloom threatens to engulf us. 
For many the light of Christmas is represented by the star. It 
shines from the top of trees, is strung between streetlights, and 
presides in cardboard glory over school nativities. The Old 
Testament repeatedly says not to look for signs in the sky, as 
they will tell you no more than that the world is turning. But, 
despite all this, God sends a message to the Wise Men in the 
light of a star. Not because this is how God communicates 
with His people, but because it was how these people tried to 
understand the world. He sent them a sign where they are, in 
their own language, to point to Bethlehem, where they should 

be. The star is not the light of Christmas, it is the marker 
that points to the light. A light that not everyone can see, or 
understand, or comprehend. 
The Christmas story can be hard to understand. So much 
of what is in it is, of course, easily recognisable. Poverty, 
splendour, family anxiety, social issues, rulers, taxes, hope, 
fear, despair, wisdom, stupidity, uncertainty, faith, joy, birth; 
even donkeys. They all form a recognisable part of our world. 
But what makes this comprehendible scene so alien can be the 
presence of God there in the middle of it. 
God is a part of our world and our lives; but one that may 
elude our understanding. This month I encourage you to join 
us at All Saints’. To follow that spot of light that illuminates 
your life: be it tradition, family, community, singing, calm 
space, food, whatever. To join us and look to see if it is 
pointing you to the light of all creation. The light that shines 
in the darkness, that lights the world, our lives, our souls, and 
which the darkness cannot understand or overcome.
I wish you a Good Advent, a Merry Christmas, and a Happy 
New Year. 

Looking after Our Church
If you’ve been in our Church 
lately, you may have noticed 
that we have had our heating 
repaired, which keeping our 
church nice and warm in 
these colder months. 
Now, we’re getting ready 
for the next stage in caring 
for our much-loved church, 
which is grant-aided through 

the Diocese. For 2–3 weeks in November, this will involve 
repairing cracks, holes, and rainwater goods. The aim is to 
keep moisture at bay, protect the structure, and make sure the 
church remains a safe, dry, and welcoming space for worship 
and other community gatherings alike.
We are also hoping for the first time to install a water point in 
the churchyard as a first step towards installing a toilet and a 
servery, and we will be seeking grants to enable this.
But that’s not all. Alongside these essential repairs and 
developments, plans are moving forward to conserve the 
remarkable medieval wall paintings that make All Saints’ a 
nationally renowned building. These ancient artworks, some 
dating back over 600 years, are a treasured part of the church’s 
history and a rare glimpse into its medieval past. Specialist 
conservators have submitted detailed proposals for how best 
to clean, stabilise, and protect the paintings for the future. 
It’s delicate, highly skilled work and a major grant support is 
being sought to enable this to be done.
It’s been quite a journey to get to this stage, involving 
architects, advisors, permissions, and more than a few cups of 
tea, but everything is now moving in the right direction. Once 
the weatherproofing is complete, attention will turn to how 
we can best move forward with the conservation of the wall 
paintings in 2026.
 A big thank you to everyone who has supported and continues 
to support this work. It’s a real community effort, helping 
us protect the history, beauty and spirit of All Saints for 
generations to come.
God bless. 
Reverend G. Frost, Rector of the Astwick Vale Benefice.
Telephone: 01869 810 903   E-mail: rev@gfrost.name

Amazing news! 
All Saints Church Croughton has been paid £145.23 in 
easyfundraising’s Donation Day – all thanks to our supporters 
shopping online.
Sign up via the easyfundraising app now and we’ll get a bonus 
£2 donation.
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-
app/?causeId=354308&utm_term=Q325A
 Sign up to easyfundraising and every time you shop online 
with your favourite retailers, they’ll donate to us for free.
That's right, your shopping costs stay the same! The donation 
comes from the retailer, not you.



Newsletter submissions by 28th of each month to:  
Georgina Lucas, 810923. email: galucas65@outlook.com

The Croughton Newsletter is published by the Parish Council.

Croughton Village Hall 
Regular Activities

Baby & Toddler Group Monday 9.30–11.30 am  
contact Kelly 07716 981263

Pilates  Monday 4.45pm & 6pm  
contact Sandy on 07944 826687

Short Mat Bowls  Monday 7.30pm  
contact Martin on 07762 659589

Ladies Fit Club Tuesday 7.30–8.30pm   
contact Zoe 07701 339605

Gymnastics - Brackley Gymnastics School 
Wednesdays 2.10pm – 9.10pm onwards   

depending on age/class 
Contact Natalie on 07447743237 

WI  
3rd Wednesday in the month  

contact Diane on diane3222@hotmail.co.uk

Sewing/Craft Socials  
2nd & 4th Wednesday each month 6.00–8.00pm 

contact Sally 0749074106  
or email croughtonvillagehall@gmail.com

Gymnastics - Brackley Gymnastics School 
Fridays 2.10pm – 9.10pm onwards   

depending on age/class 
Contact Natalie on 07447743237 

Wine Appreciation Group  
Friday 8pm (bi-monthly) 

contact Martin 01869 810721 or Claire 07751 375689

Volunteer complementary therapist needed on Monday 
mornings
Living Well are looking for a friendly volunteer 
complementary therapist to join us on Monday mornings from 
10am–12 noon, offering hand or foot massage to patients who 
attend our Living Well service.
The aim is to promote relaxation and a sense of wellbeing, 
while always being mindful of individual needs. 
If you’re able to offer just two hours a week, you’d be 
making a real difference to the lives of our patients. Read the 
volunteer role profile and apply here:  
khh.org.uk/complementary-therapist-volunteer

Aynho Road
Adderbury
Oxon OX17 3NL

Sewing/Craft Group - 2nd & 4th 
Wednesday in the Village Hall
We have an informal get together twice a month where you 
can share ideas, join in with projects we have or simply do 
your own thing and chat.  Bring along yourself and a craft/
knitting, hand sewing or your machine and latest project 
for 2 hours on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays each month.  No 
commitment and come along whenever you want - even if it is 
once a month or just occasionally.  £3 per session just to cover 
the cost of the hall.  
Either come along or message the village hall email -  
croughtonvillagehall@gmail.com  
or drop Sally a message on 07949 074106.

Croughton School PTFA 100 Club
October draw results	 November draw results
Louise Waters	 Kerryann Ashton
Lizzy Snell 	 Kate Reeves
Susan Wilson 	 Susan Wilson

Congratulations to all the winners! 

Croughton Food Stop 
As most of you are aware , three times a week food from the 
Three Parishes Community Fridge is left at our community 
bus stop for all to share and save from landfill! 
Another initiative of the Fridge is delivering Christmas gift 
hampers to those in the local community who need support at 
Christmas – families, elderly people and children under social 
services . 
Elizabeth, Di and Louise (volunteers at the fridge who load 
up the bus stop on a weekly basis) would like to ask our 
community in Croughton to help donate gifts to make up these 
hampers… in particular little gifts for teenagers, gifts for boys 
and men are particularly needed. Good quality or new books 
and toys are most welcome as well.  If you could help in 
anyway Kerry and the Fridge would be hugely grateful
Wish list:  ladies and men’s gift sets  •  children’s toys, arts & 
crafts, board games  •  books  •  selection boxes  •  chocolates 
Please message Louise Norton on Facebook for details of 
where to drop the items . 
Look for Facebook posts on Croughton Chat for direct links to 
the Amazon wish List and GoFundMe page.
Last year we made up and delivered over 350 hampers. They 
really do make a difference to someone’s life. If you can help 
please donate what you can.   Thank you.

The Croughton Wine 
Appreciation Group
Christmas will all too soon  be here and gone 
tomorrow so with that in mind some dates for 
2026 wine group events.
6th February will be an online event . If you are new to the 
group and wish to be informed of this event  and log in please 
send you email address  to Martin on croughtonwag@gmail.
com or call 01869 80721
13th March - a pop up event exploring alternate wines from 
shops like Savers, B&M etc.  Bring you own food.  More info 
in the New Year.
24th April AGM. Other events on 5th June, 10th July, Vineyard 
visit in August, 25th September, 6th November, 4th Dec 2026.
All events are held in the Village Hall at 8pm.


