Croughton Parish Council

Croughton Village Hall, Wheelers Rise, Croughton, NN13 5ND
Tel: 07863 356095 | 01869 819905

Email: clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Clerk: Karen Kerby

Present:

CROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Croughton Village Hall
Monday 10" November, 2025
at 7:30pm

MINUTES

Councillor Vee Griffiths (Chair)
Councillor Simon Kerby
Councillor Steven Caldwell
Councillor Susan Relf

In attendance: Karen Kerby (Clerk)

The meeting opened at 19:30

25/138 | To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Councillor Zoe Greenfield
Resolved: to approve apologies received from Clir Greenfield

25/139 | To receive and approve for signature the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13™ October 2025
Resolved: to approve the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13" October 2025

25/140 | To note any matters arising not included on this agenda, for report only (clerk’s report)
No additional matters to note

25/141 | To receive members’ Declarations of Interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on
the agenda. (Members should disclose any interests in the business to be discussed and are reminded that
the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest is required, and that the member should withdraw from
the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business).
Clir Griffiths declared an Interest in Planning item 25/145.1.

25/142 | Public participation session (10 mins) (Members of the public are invited to address the council.
Members of the public should address their representations through the chair of the meeting)
Two members of the public were present, to observe.

25/143 | Financial matters:

Balance of accounts as of 315 October 2025:

Community Account £1,251.01
Premium Savings Account £130,539.02
Total £131,790.03
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1. To approve the amended Bank Reconciliations for September 2025 (see separate documents)
The clerk explained that 2 receipts had been omitted from the Bank Reconciliation presented at the last

meeting.

Resolved: to approve the amended Bank Reconciliation for September 2025

2. To approve the Bank Reconciliations for October 2025 (see separate documents)
Resolved: to approve the Bank Reconciliation for October 2025

3. To ratify and approve payments and payments due:

Description Reference | Payee VAT Total
Water (Allotments) DD Wave £0.00 £12.00
Water (Cemetery) DD Wave £0.00 £9.00
Clerk salary BACS K Kerby £0.00 £716.27
Clerk salary (Emp NIC) DD HMRC £0.00 £44.89
Phone Debit card | Vonage £1.71 £10.25
Mobile phone SIM Debit card | Smarty £0.00 £6.00
Newsletter (27628) BACS Texprep £0.00 £64.20
Newsletter (27653) BACS Texprep £0.00 £64.20
Broadband DD Gigaclear £7.22 £43.30
LDC application for allotment wall Debit card | Portal Plan Quest £0.00 £74.50
Streetlight repairs/ SOX lamps BACS E.ON £305.00 | £1,830.00
TOTAL £313.93 | £2,874.61
Resolved: to ratify and approve payments and payments due as above
4. To note receipts for October 2025:
Description Reference Payee Total
Allotment rent CcC Tenants £220.00
VAT refund cC HMRC £767.84
TOTAL £987.84

Receipts for October were noted

25/144 | Budget setting 2026/27
1. To consider the Draft Budget 2026/27 proposal
a. The initial draft budget shows the Allotment Wall loan to be repaid within 18 months, which
would mean that the Council would not incur any costs for borrowing the funds.
b. The percentage increase on the precept Taxbase Band D would be 20.7%, which would take
the annual amount for a Band D property from £135 to £163.
c. It was noted that the Council should hold approximately 6 months’ worth of annual expenses
in general reserves as a safeguard in case of a funding shortfall, such as a late receipt of the
Precept.
d. The Clerk/RFO will make amendments to the draft Budget, as discussed, ahead of the next
meeting.
2. To note the proposed ‘Earmarked Reserves’ for ongoing projects
It was noted that it is thanks to the foresight of previous councillors, who have been instrumental in
earmarking funds for the maintenance of the allotment wall, that the Council are now in a financially
strong position for rebuilding the wall.
25/145 | Planning Applications relevant to Croughton:

Having previously declared an Interest, ClIr Griffiths left the room before the next item was discussed.
Clir Caldwell was elected to chair the meeting for the following item.
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1. https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2025/4163/FULL - 17 Wheelers Rise. Single
storey extension to side
Resolved: to submit a response of ‘no objections raised’

Clr Griffiths returned to the room and duly resumed the position of chair of the meeting.

2. https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2025/4350/FULL — 23 Park End. Proposed new
garage, front, side & rear extensions and alterations inclusive of accompanying works.
Resolved: to submit a response of ‘no objections raised’

25/146 | Action Plan 2025-26 and associated actions
1. To review Action Plan for 2025-26
2. To receive updates from representatives within the community, relevant to the Action Plan 2025-26,
if available.
a. Croughton All Saints Church
b. Croughton Village Hall
c. Cemetery
d. Allotments
e. Footpaths
f. RAF Croughton
g. Defibrillator
h. Portway Pocket Park
i. Highways
j.  Police: The theft of a vehicle on High Street, Croughton has been reported to the Police who
are dealing with the incident
k. Poor’s Allotment Trust
3. To receive and review Risk Assessments on public areas, where available:
It was agreed to defer the review of Risk Assessments until all have been completed.
4. To receive requests for Councillor training.
It was noted that ClIr Relf is due to attend the ‘Off to a Flying Start’ NCALC course on the 19"
November 2025
25/147 | Project to rebuild the Allotment Wall
To receive an update, if available
The clerk reported that the application for a Lawful Development Certificate has been submitted, but
there has so far been no response from WNC Planning Department. Further movement on the
borrowing application is dependent on the outcome of the LDC.
25/148 | Traffic Working Group
To receive an update from the Traffic Working group, if available.
Due to other commitments, the TWG are not due to meet until the new year.
Members of the working group are actively challenging and reporting a number of HGV’s which are
driving through Croughton in contravention of the 7.5T weight limit.
25/149 | Allotment Working Group
To receive an update from the Allotment Working Group, if available
No update reported.
25/150 | Cemetery maintenance

To arrange a working party to tidy the Cemetery, including levelling the ground.
Resolved: to defer this item to February 2026, for attention in March 2026
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25/151 | To consider suitable actions associated with parking issues on Brackley Road / Townend Close
Resolved: to defer this item to the Traffic Working Group

25/152 | Co-option to fill Councillor Vacancies

To consider the process of co-opting to fill the vacancies of 4 Councillors.

One candidate has come forward, with a view to being co-opted at the December meeting

Two more people have expressed interest, but are unable to join at the moment.

It was agreed to draft an item for the next Newsletter highlighting the fact that if there were not enough
people on Croughton Parish Council for it to continue to function, West Northamptonshire Council would
have to nominate representatives to fill the vacancies.

25/153 | To receive items to be included in the next agenda

The meeting closed at 20:31
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