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Croughton Parish Council 
Croughton Village Hall, Wheelers Rise, Croughton, NN13 5ND 

Tel: 07863 356095 | 01869 819905 
Email: clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Clerk: Karen Kerby   

CROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Croughton Village Hall 

Monday 8th September, 2025  
at 7:30pm 

 

MINUTES 
Present: 
Councillor Vee Griffiths (Chair) 
Councillor Simon Kerby 
Councillor Zoe Greenfield 
Councillor Steven Caldwell 
Councillor Susan Relf 
 
In attendance: Karen Kerby (Clerk) 
 
The meeting opened at 19:30 
 

25/109  To receive and approve apologies for absence. 
None received 
 

25/110  To receive and approve for signature the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 14th July 2025 
Resolved: to approve the Minutes of the meeting on Monday 14th July 2025 
 

25/111  To note any matters arising not included on this agenda, for report only (clerk’s report) 
The Clerk reported that no feedback has been received regarding the notice at the Cemetery asking 
people to take all rubbish home with them. 
 

25/112  To receive members’ Declarations of Interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on 
the agenda. (Members should disclose any interests in the business to be discussed and are reminded that 
the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest is required, and that the member should withdraw from 
the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business). 
None received 
 

25/113  Public participation session (Members of the public are invited to address the council.  Members of the 
public should address their representations through the chairman of the meeting) 
 
Two members of the public were present. 
One person spoke about the allotment wall, specifically the Facebook post asking for a community 
response to support, or otherwise, the Parish Council’s requirement to seek permission to apply for a 
loan in order to fund the work to rebuild the wall.  The person felt that there was insufficient information 
given and that Facebook was not an appropriate means of gauging support. 
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25/114  Financial matters: 
Balance of accounts as of 31st August 2025: 
 

Community Account £1,341.65 

Premium Savings Account £113,157.11 

Total £114,498.76 

 
1. To approve the Bank Reconciliations for July and August 2025 (see separate documents) 

a. July 2025 
Resolved: to approve the Bank Reconciliation for July 2025 
b. August 2025 
Resolved: to approve the Bank Reconciliation for July 2025 

 
2. To ratify and approve payments and payments due: 
 

Description Reference Payee VAT Total 

To be noted for transparency:     

Office paper Debit card Amazon Business £1.83 £10.99 

Confidential shredding bags BACS RDS Confidential £10.19 £61.14 

Purchase of mobile phone Debit card Amazon Business £11.25 £67.50 

Removal of tree (Portway PP) BACS Absolute Tree Care £302.00 £1,812.00 

TOTAL (to be noted)   £325.27 £1,951.63 

     

AUGUST     

Water (Allotments) DD Wave £0.00      £ 12.00  

Water (Cemetery) DD Wave £0.00      £9.00  

Clerk salary (pre-approved) BACS K Kerby £0.00 £652.00 

Clerk salary (to be paid in September) BACS K Kerby £0.00 £130.40 

Clerk salary (Emp NIC) DD HMRC  £0.00 £54.81 

Streetlight Maintenance BACS E.ON £15.60 £93.60 

Phone Debit card Vonage £1.71 £10.25 

Mobile phone SIM Debit card Smarty £0.00 £6.00 

Broadband DD Gigaclear £7.22 £43.30 

TOTAL (August)   £24.53 £1,011.36 

     

SEPTEMBER     

Water (Allotments) DD Wave £0.00      £ 12.00  

Water (Cemetery) DD Wave £0.00      £9.00  

Clerk salary (inc. LG pay award) BACS K Kerby £0.00 £912.91 

Clerk salary (PAYE) DD HMRC £0.00 £16.20 

Clerk salary (Emp NIC) DD HMRC  £0.00 £54.81 

Phone Debit card Vonage £1.71 £10.25 

Mobile phone SIM Debit card Smarty £0.00 £6.00 

Newsletter (27549) BACS Texprep £0.00 £64.20 

External Audit BACS PFK Littlejohn £42.00 £252.00 

Broadband DD Gigaclear £7.22 £43.30 

Lighting electricity DD Npower £50.74 £1,065.44 

Lighting electricity DD Npower £22.81 £478.92 

TOTAL (September)   £124.48 £2,925.03 

 
Resolved: to ratify and approve the payments and payments due (as above) 
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3. To note receipts for August 2025: 
 

 
 
 
 

Receipts were noted 
 
4. AGAR 2024/25: 

a. To review and note the completion of the AGAR 2024/25 External Audit, received on the 12th 
August 2025 

The completion of the AGAR 2024/25 External Audit was reviewed and noted, and thanks were 
given to the clerk for a successful audit. 
b. To note that the Notice of Conclusion was posted by the clerk on 19th August 2025. 

5. To approve a donation to the Royal British Legion for the purchase of a poppy wreath for 
Remembrance Day 2025. 
Resolved: to approve a donation of £50 to the Royal British Legion for a poppy wreath for 
Remembrance Day 2025 

 

Description Reference Payee Total 

Wayleave payment  Cheque Wayleave £8.57 

TOTAL  
 

£8.57 

25/115  Planning Applications relevant to Croughton: 
1. https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2025/2944/FULL - 1 Brackley Road, Croughton 
The deadline for comments on this application has already passed, but the Council had no reason to 
object. 
2. https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2024/5352/MAF - Land to the West of A43 

Buckingham Road, Evenley, NN13 5GH (constriction of a renewable biomethane gas generation 
facility) 

The application was considered at the WNC Strategic Planning Committee on the 19th August.  The 
decision was deferred to allow a site visit to take place at a similar facility which is already operational.  
The application will be considered at the next Strategic Planning committee meeting will be on the 23rd 
September.  It was noted that Croughton Parish Council have already submitted objections to the 
application.  
 

25/116  Action Plan 2025-26 and associated actions 
1. To review Action Plan for 2025-26 

Policy reviews: 
a. Community Giving Policy 
Resolved: to approve the Community Giving Policy 
b. Equal Opportunities Policy  
Resolved: to approve the revised Equal Opportunities Policy 
c. Social Media and Electronic Communication Policy 
Resolved: to approve the Social Media and Electronic Communication Policy 

2. To appointment representatives within the community, relevant to the Action Plan 2025-26. 
3. Appoint Councillors to carry out Risk Assessments on public areas: 

Allotments, Cemetery, Bus Shelter/Stock steps, Mill Lane Ford, Pavements, Benches, Lighting 
Columns, Portway Pocket Park. 
Cllrs divided the Risk Assessments between them, to be carry out before the next meeting.  

4. To receive requests for Councillor training. 
None requested. 

 

25/117  Project to rebuild the Allotment Wall 
1. To receive further information about the estimates for the work to rebuild the allotment wall, if 

available. 
CPC have received two quotes: 

https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2025/2944/FULL
https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2024/5352/MAF
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a) Estimate 1: £219,000 
b) Estimate 2: £120,000 

It was noted that the contractor providing Estimate 1 has not visited the site.  The contractor for 
Estimate 2 has visited the site and has been forthcoming in direct discussions with the clerk and Cllrs. 
  

2. To receive information from the Clerk/RFO regarding the loan application process: 
a. To note that the resolution to borrow needs to be approved by full council, with all members 

present. 
It was noted that all members were present. 
It was agreed that CPC have to repair the wall.  A brief summary of the options available : 

i. Save up over the next few years and have the wall re-built once there are sufficient 
funds. 

ii. Apply for a loan which would enable CPC to re-build the wall as soon as possible.  
b. To review the draft project Business Statement. 

It was agreed to seek confirmation from WNC Planning that the project is covered under 
Permitted Development and therefore would not require planning permission. 

c. To note that community approval for an application for a loan has been received from the 
Croughton Community through a Facebook post. 
It was noted that the Facebook poll returned a vote of 91% in favour of the Parish Council 
applying for a loan to fund the project. 

d. To note the Budget Earmarked Reserves for 2025/26 
It was noted that there are earmarked reserves in the 2025/26 Budget of £85,000 for the 
Allotment Wall  

e. To review the cost of a PWLB fixed rate loan. 
It was noted that the current interest rates for a PWLB loan, repaid after 18 months, start at 
4.76% and increment by 0.03% every 6 months.  If the loan is paid back within 18 months, no 
interest will be incurred. 

f. To consider whether to increase the precept in order to repay the loan. 
Cllrs will consider the implications of repaying the loan, including increasing the precept, 
during the Budget discussions which will begin at the meeting in October. 

g. To resolve to seek the approval of the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities to apply for a loan for the rebuilding of the allotment wall. 
Resolved: to seek the approval of the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities to apply for a loan for the rebuilding of the allotment wall. 
 

3. To approve delegated authority to allow the Clerk to proceed with the application process as far as 
possible, prior to submitting the application for a loan. 
Resolved: to approve delegated authority to allow the Clerk to proceed with the application 
process as far as possible.  The Chair will call an extra-ordinary meeting, if required. 
 

4. To decide which estimate will be awarded the contract for the work. 
Resolved: to award the contract for the work to Furlong & Higgs – Estimate 2 

 

25/118  Allotment Working Group 
To receive an update from the Allotment Working Group. 
 
The clerk noted that a number of tenants are now working other allotments as suggested by the 
Allotment Working Group, on the understanding that they will give them up if new tenants come 
forward. 
 
There has been a break-in to several allotment sheds, with a substantial number of items stolen.  This has 
been reported to the police. 
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25/119  Traffic Working Group 
To receive an update from the Traffic Working group. 
The Traffic Working Group has input all the data from the survey into a spreadsheet, a task which took 
much longer than anticipated.  The plan is to have a report ready for the next PC meeting.  
 

25/120  To consider appointing a ‘Climate & Nature Champion’ to represent the Parish council on the NCALC 
‘Climate & Nature Champion Scheme’ in matters relating to the climate, nature, and the environment. 
No Cllrs put their name forward, so it was agreed to default to the clerk as the representative. 
  

25/121  Co-option to fill Councillor Vacancies 
To consider the process of co-opting to fill the vacancies of 4 Councillors. 
Regular items are being posted in the Newsletter. 
Cllrs will continue to speak to people in the village about joining the Parish Council. 
 

25/122  To receive items to be included in the next agenda 

• To arrange a working party to tidy the Cemetery, including levelling the ground. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 21:06 

 


