Croughton Annual Parish Assembly May 2025

Welcome to this year’s Parish Assembly. CPC is presenting this in the form of a report this year, we will review
the format next year to see if it has been successful.

Parish Council Chairman’s report 2024/25

The Year 2024 to 2025 has been a challenging one for CPC. The fall of the allotment wall in January 2024 has
been the main issue we have presented with, and the bureaucracy involved with such an expensive repair
has been extensive. An Allotment Wall Committee was formed with the hope that it would be able to push
through these challenges faster than the entire council, but we overestimated the progress that could be
made without the full council. Tenders have been received, and the cut-off date is past, a decision on the
tenders is imminent.

We have been working on getting more residents involved with the Parish Council decisions and so an
Allotment Working Group has been formed to encourage more self-governing of the allotments, a Traffic
Working Group has been set up to bring suggestions and pricing to the council for traffic safety issues within
the village and VAS Working Group is ensuring the mobile VAS continues to move from site to site in the
village.

The yellow streetlights within the village can no longer be repaired and need replacing. CPC is replacing these
as they fail and also has proactively changed a number that we recognised will be in need of repair soon. This
work will continue until all 57 streetlights are up to date.

As for the finances, last year we set a budget spend of £64,000, a substantial increase because we expected
to be spending further on with the allotment wall. About half of the budget was raised via the precept, at a
5% increase on the previous year. We rearranged some of CPC reserves to make sure that there’s funding
available for the allotment wall, and the budget not spent last year is available for the allotment wall this
year.



