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Croughton Parish Council 
Croughton Village Hall, Wheelers Rise, Croughton, NN13 5ND 

Tel: 01869 819905 
Email: clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.org.uk 

Clerk: Karen Kerby   

CROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Croughton Village Hall 
Monday, 11th September, 2023  

at 7:30pm 
 

MINUTES 
Present: 
Councillor Simon Kerby (Chairman) 
Councillor Rodger James 
Councillor Vee Griffiths 
Councillor Martin Hacon 
Councillor Trevor Davies 
 
In attendance: Karen Kerby (Clerk) 
 
The meeting opened at 19:30 

 
1.  To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

The Clerk has received apologies from: 
Councillor Zoe Greenfield 
Councillor Brian Tomlin 
Councillor Steve Caldwell 
Resolved: to accept apologies. 
 

 

2.  To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 14th August, 2023 
The following amendments were requested: 

• To add Cllr Vee Griffiths who had been inadvertently left of the list of attendees. 

• To amend the reference of footpath A57 in Item 8.1.a to be footpath AF5. 
Resolved: to approve Minutes of meeting held on 14th August 2023, subject to the above amendments 
 

 
 
 
 

Clerk 

3.  To note any matters arising not included on this agenda, for report only (clerk’s report) 

• Comments to raise no objections to the planning applications were posted on the portal from CPC (7.1) 

• The Section 50 Certificate was forwarded to Cllr Greenfield (Item 8.6 VAS positioning) 

• WNC have been advised of the vacancy for a Councillor.  The local elections procedure is being followed and 
the end of the initial process is Friday 15th September 2023.  If no request is made to the WNC Proper Officer, 
CPC will be able to follow the co-option process to fill the vacancy. 

• Local Council Administration book has been purchased. 

• The Clerk has responded to an email from a resident on Brackley Road who observed that the information in 
July's Newsletter regarding the Council’s discussion of the Planning Application at 1 Brackley Road, was 
causing confusion and concern.  The discussion referenced the proposed footpath change at the junction with 
High Street and Brackley road, should the Planning Application of the 46 houses on Brackley Road go ahead. 
The Clerk responded to say that there was still time to lodge an appeal, and Councillors discussed the 
Planning Application at 1 Brackley Road with that in mind. 

• Correspondence has been received from a resident which includes four names of volunteers willing to move 
the VAS to Portway and Brackley Road. 

• Barclays Bank have still not completely reassigned the CPC account to a ‘Parish Council’ entity, with the Clerk 
spending many hours on the phone to them to sort it out. 
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4.  To receive Declarations of Interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda. 
(Members should disclose any interests in the business to be discussed and are reminded that the disclosure of a 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the 
transaction of that item of business). 
Cllr Davies declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 9. 
 

 

5.  Public participation session (Members of the public are invited to address the council.  Members of the public 
should address their representations through the chairman of the meeting) 
None present. 
 

 

6.  To receive report on Finance matters; to approve and ratify payments and receipts: 
Receipts and Payments, and Balance of Accounts: 
 

Community Account   £60,832.69 (as of 31st August 2023) 
Business Premium Account  £33,977.34 (as of 30th June 2023) 
 

1. To consider for approval the Bank Reconciliation for August 2023 
Resolved: to accept and approve the Bank Reconciliation for August 2023 

 
2. To ratify and approve payments and payments due: 
 

Description Reference Payee VAT Total 

Water DD Wave £0.00 £56.00 

Water DD Wave £0.00 £3.00 

LCA 13th Edition book BACS SLCC £0.80 £141.00 

Broadband DD Gigaclear £6.88 £41.30 

Clerk salary BACS K Kerby £0.00 £737.90 

PAYE DD HMRC £0.00 £11.80 

Phone (reimbursement V Griffiths) BACS Vonage £1.91 £11.46 

Newsletter printing BACS Texprep £0.00 £61.90 

Newsletter printing BACS Texprep £0.00 £61.90 

Audit BACS PFK Littlejohn £42.00 £252.00 

Microsoft 365 1 year subscription BACS K Kerby £6.83 £40.99 

Donation for Poppy Wreath 103245 Royal British Legion £0.00 £50.00 

TOTAL  
 

£58.42  £1,469.25  

Resolved: to ratify and approve the payments and payments due 
 
3. To note that Gigaclear are increasing their monthly bills by £2 from October 2023 
 
4. To note receipts: 
 
 
 
 

 
Receipts noted. 
 

5. Annual Governance and Accountability Review 2022/23 
To note the Conclusion of the Audit for the year ending March 2023, with no comments raised. 
Conclusion of Audit noted. 

 

Description Reference Payee VAT Total 

Allotment rent DC Plot 4  £6.00 

Allotment rent DC Plot 28  £6.00 

TOTAL  
  

£12.00 
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7.  Planning Applications: 
1. https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/6598/FULL - Tollgate Cottage 15 Blenheim, 

Croughton, NN13 5LP. Two storey rear extension, internal alterations, and replacement garage. 
It was agreed that the application would bring the property in line with others in the area. 
Resolved: to register CPC support for the application 
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8.  Action Plan 2023-24 and associated actions 
1. To receive updates in respect of Councillor Responsibilities 

Cllr James reported that there is a new representative from RAF Croughton, and they would like to attend the 
CPC meeting on 13th November. 

2. To receive requests for training. 
None received. 

3. To consider actions to address the issue of the problem of hedges overhanging onto roads and footpaths. 
It was agreed to place a notice in the Newsletter, and on Facebook, to remind residents that they are 
responsible for the maintenance of trees and hedges that over-hang public land.  Also, to remind people that 
anyone noticing overhanging vegetation should report it on www.fixmystreet.Northamptonshire.gov.uk  
Resolved: the Clerk to place a notice in the next Newsletter and Facebook 

4. To consider the logistics of coordinating the movement of VAS and the management of the VAS movement 
team. 
A previous meeting had resolved to allow the VAS movement team to go ahead without a Cllr, but it was 
agreed at this meeting that a Cllr should be involved initially to set the process up.  Cllrs Kerby and James 
agreed to set up an initial meeting and provide the team with the information required for moving the VAS. 
Resolved: Cllr Kerby and Cllr James to coordinate with the team.  

5. To receive feedback from the request for residents to contact CPC if interested in a Councillor drop-in session. 
No interest received. 
Resolved: to discontinue the process of setting up a drop-in session. 
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9.  To consider providing a letter of support for Croughton All Saints PCC in their funding application for the 
renovation of the south porch of the church. 
The letter would ideally outline the Parish Council’s support for maintaining the church, and this project in 
particular.  It would also give CPC an opportunity to highlight the ways in which the church is important to the 
community. 
A number of suggestions were made to highlight the importance of the Church to Croughton Village, including: 

• The use of the church as the new logo for Croughton Parish Council. 

• The historical value, including the medieval paintings. 

• It is the last remaining spiritual support service in the village. 

• The south porch has appeared in many wedding photos, and would be missed if it was to be permanently 
closed for future generations. 

• The village support for the Church Fete in the summer 
Resolved: the Clerk to write a letter of support for the funding application for the renovation of the south porch 
of the church. 
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10.  To consider the removal of a tree at the junction of Brackley Road and High Street 
This is subject to a response from the report on www.fixmystreet.Northamptonshire.gov.uk 
Cllr Griffiths reported that a tree of the size of the one in question could take between 180-300 litres of water per 
day out of the ground. 
Further discussion was deferred to the next meeting as Cllr Greenfield had sent her apologies. 
 

 

11.  To receive update on supplying a tree to commemorate the King’s Coronation. 
Cllr Tomlin has been unable to find a supply source for a disease resistant elm tree and has been looking into 
other available trees. 
The Clerk has had correspondence from a resident who may be able to help, but the email didn’t arrive in time for 
the meeting.  Further details will be available for the next meeting. 
The question was raised whether there would be a problem planting a tree in an area where a diseased elm tree 
has once stood.  It was agreed that further information is required – the Clerk will ask the resident above. 
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12.  To receive additional items for next agenda  

 
The meeting closed at 20:29 

 
Minutes approved at CPC meeting on 9th October 2023  

 
Signed                                                        (Chair)         Date                                 . 
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