Croughton Parish Council

Croughton Village Hall, Wheelers Rise, Croughton, NN13 5ND
Tel: 07863 356095 | 01869 819905

Email: clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.org.uk

Clerk: Karen Kerby

Present:

CROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Croughton Village Hall
Monday, 12" February, 2024
at 7:30pm

MINUTES

Councillor Simon Kerby (Chairman)
Councillor Steve Caldwell
Councillor Trevor Davies
Councillor Zoe Greenfield
Councillor Vee Griffiths

Councillor Martin Hacon
Councillor Rodger James
Councillor Brian Tomlin

Councillor David Marsden

In attendance: Karen Kerby (Clerk)

The meeting opened at 19:30

24/14 | To receive and approve apologies for absence.
None received

24/15 | To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8" January 2024
Resolved: to approve minutes of meeting on Monday 8" January 2024

24/16 | To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on Monday 15
January 2024
Resolved: to approve minutes of meeting on Monday 15" January 2024

24/17 | To note any matters arising not included on this agenda, for report only (clerk’s report)

1. The Precept request has been sent to WNC for 2024-25

2. There are a few faulty streetlights, particularly the one on Brackley Road, which are currently waiting
on parts for replacement lights that are obsolete.

3. The fence at the side of the Coop which supports the Parish Council noticeboard is in danger of
collapsing, making the noticeboard unusable. It has been reported to the Coop for fixing.

24/18 | To receive members’ Declarations of Interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on
the agenda. (Members should disclose any interests in the business to be discussed and are reminded that the disclosure of a
Disclosable Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item
of business).

None received
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24/19

Public participation session (Members of the public are invited to address the council. Members of the public should
address their representations through the chairman of the meeting)

No members of the public were present

24/20

To receive report on Finance matters; to approve and ratify payments and receipts:
Receipts and Payments, and Balance of Account:
Community Account £96,991.34 (as of 31° January 2024)

1. To consider for approval the Bank Reconciliation for January 2024
Resolved: to approve the Bank Reconciliation for January 2024

2. To ratify and approve payments and payments due:

Description Reference | Payee VAT Total
Electricity (correction from 8t Jan DD Npower £48.12 £1,005.79
minutes - credit on account of £4.63)

Allotment Wall - fence panels BACS Southern Plant hire £14.00 £84.00
Clerk's Salary (Nov. Emp’r NIC) DD HMRC (NIC) £0.00 £37.52
Allotment Wall - fence panels BACS Southern Plant hire £7.00 £42.00
Broadband DD Gigaclear £7.22 £43.30
Water DD Wave £0.00 £ 56.00
Water DD Wave £0.00 £3.00
Phone (reimbursement) BACS V Griffiths (Vonage) £1.95 £11.72
Newsletter printing BACS Texprep £0.00 £61.90
Clerk salary BACS K Kerby £0.00 £782.40
Clerk salary DD HMRC (PAYE) £0.00 £18.40
Streetlight maintenance BACS E.ON £5.60 £33.60
Allotment wall maintenance BACS R H Haynes Contracting £185.50 | £1,113.00
Mobile phone SIM (reimbursement) BACS K Kerby (SMARTY) £0.00 £6.00
Allotment wall maintenance BACS R H Haynes Contracting £510.40 | £3,062.40
Dog bin emptying plus 2 replacement BACS Marcus Young £253.38 £1,520.28
bins Environmental services

TOTAL £1033.17 £7,881.31

Resolved: to approve payments and payments due

3. To note receipts for January 2024

Description Reference Payee VAT Total
Grass Cutting Grant cC WNC Finance £497.79
VAT Refund CcC HMRC - VAT refund £777.06
TOTAL £1,274.85

Receipts noted

4. To note that there will be an increase in the regular payment plan for Wave on the cemetery water
rates from £3.00 to £9.00 following a review of our usage. This will take effect from 11" March 2024
payment.

Noted: Increase in regular payment taken by DD.

5. To review and note the Q3 Financial Control Report.
Report presented and noted — no comments.

6. To approve the application for a Barclays Debit card for use by the Clerk.
Resolved: to approve application for a Barclays Debit card for use by the Clerk




24/21

Planning Applications:

1. https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2024/0465/FULL. Consultation notice. 1
Brackley Road, Croughton. Proposed Single Storey Front Part Side Extension with Associated
Internal and External works.

Resolved: Croughton Parish Council has no objections. Clerk to post the response on the Planning

portal.
24/22 | Action Plan 2023-24 and associated actions
1. To receive updates in respect of Councillor Responsibilities, if available:
a. Croughton All Saints Church — none given
b. Footpaths — The fence along the footpath AF5 has not yet been fixed. Clir Greenfield to report
on FixMyStreet again.
c. Highways — none given
d. Police / SNAST — none given
e. RAF Croughton — The recruitment for a new liaison officer at the Base is still on-going. The
plans to move the main gate entrance are temporarily on hold, and there are plans to install a
new more visible fence around the Base.
f.  Village Hall — There has been a new working cooker installed in the kitchen, which is available
for use when hiring the hall. The process of decorating the inside of the building is continuing.
g. Allotments — A review of trees in the allotments has highlighted 7 with trees, 2 with more than
one tree. Trees range from 2.4m to 9m high. While most are well tended, two are not. It was
agreed to defer this for an agenda item at the next Parish Council meeting.
2. Resolved: to write a letter of congratulations to Croughton All Saints CoE School for achieving a
Bronze award in the West Northamptonshire Council’s new Healthy Schools Awards. Clerk to action.
3. To receive update on the Traffic Working group.
The terms of reference have been agreed and a meeting is due to be organised this month.
4. To review the Cemetery fees for 2024/25
Resolved: to increase the fees by 10%. The Clerk to re-issue at the next meeting for approval.
5. To review the Corporate Complaints Procedure
Council agreed to defer to the next meeting. Clerk to review.
6. To appoint Cllrs to review the Emergency Response Plan
The Clerk to issue a copy to all Councillors for review.
7. To receive requests for training.
None received.

24/23 | To receive updates regarding the collapse of the allotment wall and the work to make the footpath safe.
The wall has been made safe for now by scraping the earth back and removing the stones from most of
the length of the wall outside the conservation area.

Hiscox Insurance have sent an assessor out to look at the the wall, but have concluded that the Insurance
policy does not cover the wall for damage due to ‘wear and tear, inherent defect... or any gradually
operating cause’

24/24 | To consider the design proposal for the project to repair the allotment wall.

No designs have been received. Clir Kerby to contact the engineers for an update on when they will have
the designs available.

24/25 | Website update

1. To consider for approval to move the website and domain hosting to Parish Online and to set up a
new GOV.UK website for CPC.
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This move follows the announcement on 5™ January 2024 that, due to issues between themselves and
the supplier of the website technology, 2Commune will no longer be able to host the CPC website
after 31°* March 2024.
The package offered by Parish Online includes:

e Site Build - getting the site prepared.

e Hosting - the servers where the website lives.

e Ongoing Maintenance - any new features, security upgrades or updates to align to new legislation.

e SSL Certificate - this keeps the site encrypted and safe for visitors.

e Migration — porting over as much content from the current site as possible at no extra cost.

e  Email — providing 20 mailboxes with 5GB storage (access via webmail or IMAP)

e Gov.uk domain - registering the new GOV.UK domain and pay the fees instead. The domain is owned
by CPOC, but Parish Online will manage it.
The cost of the package is £350 + VAT per year, and Parish Online have agreed to honour the renewal
date, as per the CPC contract with 2Commune, of December 2024.

Resolved: to move to Parish Online for the Parish Council website and create emails for all Councillors.

2. To consider for approval a new domain name format:
e CROUGHTON-PC.GOV.UK
e CROUGHTONPARISH.GOV.UK
e CROUGHTONPARISHCOUNCIL.GOV.UK
Resolved: to adopt the domain - croughtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

24/26 | To receive updates for the planned plaque and information board to mark the new Elm Tree, if available.
Suggestions were made for the type of material to be used: a wooden board would be the cheapest
option, with granite being the most expensive. It was agreed that sandstone would be a good use of local
stone.

To be deferred to the next meeting.

24/27 | To consider for approval the purchase of a new printer/scanner for the Parish Council office at a cost of
£279.99 including VAT.

Resolved: to approve the purchase of a printer for the office

24/28 | To consider implementing a new Social Media and Electronic Communication Policy.
The Policy covers confidentiality of personal information, communication with the Parish Council and
posting on Facebook.
Resolved by majority: to approve the Social Media and Electronic Communication Policy.

24/29 | To receive additional items for next agenda.

The meeting closed at 21:17




