Croughton Parish Council

Croughton Village Hall, Wheelers Rise, Croughton, NN13 5ND
Tel: 01869 819905

Email: clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.org.uk

Clerk: Karen Kerby

Present:

CROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Croughton Village Hall
Monday, 8" January, 2024
at 7:30pm

MINUTES

Councillor Simon Kerby (Chairman)
Councillor Steve Caldwell
Councillor Trevor Davies
Councillor Vee Griffiths

Councillor Martin Hacon
Councillor Rodger James
Councillor Brian Tomlin

Councillor Zoe Greenfield
Councillor Dave Marsden

In attendance: Karen Kerby (Clerk)

The meeting opened at 19:30 with the Chair welcoming Councillor Marsden to the Council.

24/1 To receive and approve apologies for absence.
None received

24/2 To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11*" December 2023
Resolved: to approve minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11" December 2023

24/3 To note any matters arising not included on this agenda, for report only (clerk’s report)
The quote for replacement of all the remaining SOX lamps has still not been received. The clerk will
follow up again.
The dates for the meetings in 2024 are set at the second Monday of the month — a notice has been
placed on the noticeboard.
The clerk reported that the CPC website provider has served notice that they will be stopping the service
after 31°* March 2024. This will affect a large number of Parish Councils, so Northants CALC are involved
in talks with the provider. A further update will be provided at the next meeting.

24/4 To receive Declarations of Interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the
agenda. (Members should disclose any interests in the business to be discussed and are reminded that the disclosure of a
Disclosable Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that
item of business).
None received.

24/5 Public participation session (Members of the public are invited to address the council. Members of the public should

address their representations through the chairman of the meeting)
No members of the public were present



mailto:clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.org.uk

24/6

To receive report on Finance matters; to approve and ratify payments and receipts:
Receipts and Payments, and Balance of Accounts:
Community Account £104,684.67 (as of 31° December 2023)
Business Premium Account Account now closed

1. To consider for approval the Bank Reconciliation for December 2023
Resolved: to approve the Bank reconciliation for December 2023

2. To ratify and approve payments and payments due:

Description Reference | Payee VAT Total
Broadband DD Gigaclear £7.22 £43.30
Water DD Wave £0.00 £ 56.00
Water DD Wave £0.00 £3.00
Phone (reimbursement) BACS V Griffiths (Vonage) £1.71 £10.25
Newsletter printing BACS Texprep £0.00 £61.90
Clerk salary BACS K Kerby £0.00 £750.90
Clerk salary DD HMRC (PAYE) £0.00 £15.20
Streetlight maintenance — replacement BACS E.ON £1,076.00 | £6,456.00
of SOX lamps

Streetlight maintenance BACS E.ON £56.02 £336.12
Streetlight electricity DD Npower £48.12 | £1,010.42
TOTAL £1,189.07 | £8,743.09

Resolved: to approve the payments and payments due

3. To note receipts for December:

Description Reference Payee VAT Total
Allotment rent Cheque (PO) Plot 24 £18.00
TOTAL £18.00

Receipts noted.

4. To consider for approval, the funding of a mobile phone SIM card for the clerk
Resolved: to approve the purchase of a cheap Sim card for the clerk

24/7

Planning Applications:

1. https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2022/1557/EIA — The construction and
operation of an Anaerobic Digestion Facility on Land North Of Barley Mow Farm — to receive and
note feedback from the West Northamptonshire Strategic Planning Committee meeting, held on 11"
December 2023.

Two Councillors from Croughton Parish Council attended the meeting and reported that:

Initially the Planning Officer saw no reason to refuse the application until it was pointed out that the
regulations cited were not applicable in this case. The WNC District Councillor, Rebecca Breeze
spoke at length against the plans, resulting in the majority of the Planning Committee voting against
approval.

24/8

Action Plan 2023-24 and associated actions
1. Toreceive updates in respect of Councillor Responsibilities, if available:
a. Croughton All Saints Church — the application for the grant for the church porch repairs is
progressing.
Footpaths — nothing to report
Highways — nothing to report
Police / SNAST — nothing to report
RAF Croughton — the replacement for the base liaison is progressing.
Village Hall — the decorating and maintenance work in the Village Hall is on-going
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g. Allotments — nothing specific to report.
2. To note Risk Assessment for Croughton footpaths
The fence along footpath AF5 has still not been fixed. A new report will be lodged on FixMyStreet
specifically for the fence. It was noted that CPC has no further obligations for this footpath.
3. To receive requests for training.
Request for Cllr Marsden to attend the ‘Off to a Flying Start’ course for new Councillors.
Resolved: to approve request for training

24/9 Budget for 2024/25
1. To approve the draft Budget for 2024/25
An amendment was proposed, in light of the recent collapse of a section of the allotment wall, to
increase the amount held in earmarked reserves for the allotment wall. It was agreed to increase
the overall precept amount by 5% to £41,508 with the difference being earmarked for the repair of
the wall.
Resolved: to approve the Budget for 2024/25 subject to an increase in the budget for the
allotment wall to £15,508
2. To approve the draft Reserves for 2024/25
Resolved: to approve the Reserves subject to an increase in the Reserves for the allotment wall to
£15,508
3. To set and approve the Precept for 2024/25
Resolved: to approve a Precept for 2024/25 of £41,508
24/10 To consider CPC actions regarding the collapse of the allotment wall, in addition to the on-going
project to repair the wall.
The traffic lights have been installed by WNC Highways as a safety measure to keep the footpath open.
The clerk has contacted the Insurance company, and is waiting for a response.
The structural engineer is in the design process of the project to repair the wall, which is due to be
presented at the CPC meeting in February. It was agreed to ask them if it is possible to expedite the
process, in light of the collapse of the section of the wall.
It was agreed that the clerk would contact:
e West Northants Council for help with the process.
e Northants CALC for any legal requirements the Parish Council needs to be aware of.
e The structural engineer to obtain an update and ascertain if there is room to move quicker on the
process.
24/11 To receive updates for the planned plaque and information board to mark the new Elm Tree.
It was agreed to investigate the cost of purchasing an Information Board to be placed near the new Elm
tree at the historic centre of the village, and to research information which may be included.
24/12 To receive update on the Traffic Working group.
Terms of Reference were circulated and approved with a few amendments.
Resolved to approve the Terms of Reference for the Traffic Working Party
24/13 To receive additional items for next agenda.

e To consider a replacement printer for the Parish Council Office (item deferred from CPC meeting 11t
December)

e To review a report on the allotment trees and shrubs

The meeting closed at 20:43

Minutes approved at CPC meeting on 12" February 2024
Signed X (Chairman)




