
1 

Croughton Parish Council 
Croughton Village Hall, Wheelers Rise, Croughton, NN13 5ND 

Tel: 01869 819905 
Email: clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.org.uk 

Clerk: Karen Kerby   

 
MINUTES  

Of meeting of Croughton Parish Council in the Parish Room, Croughton Village Hall  
on Tuesday 11th April 2023 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Present: 
Councillor Rodger James 
Councillor Brian Tomlin 
Councillor Trevor Davies 
Councillor Simon Kerby 
Councillor Steve Caldwell 
Councillor Zoe Greenfield 
Councillor Martin Hacon (Chair) 
Councillor Steve Lyons 
Councillor Virginia Griffiths joined the meeting at 20:09.  It was agreed that Cllr Hacon would continue as chair. 
 
In attendance: Karen Kerby (Clerk) 
 
Meeting commenced at 19:30 
 
Chairman’s Announcement 
To advise councillors and members of the public that under the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 
2014 members of the public are permitted to photograph, film, broadcast and report on the meeting, subject to the 
efficient running of the meeting not being disrupted. 
 
1. To receive and approve apologies for absence.      

Apologies received from Cllr Griffiths 
Resolved to accept apologies. 
  

2. To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th March, 2023 
Request to amend minute item 9.2.2 to read “letters… and one from Northamptonshire Police Safer Roads 
Team, forwarded by a resident” 
Resolved to amend, and accept amended minutes. 
    

3. To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda, for report only (clerk’s report) 
The Clerk reported the following: 

• Notice of intended road closure in the High Street by Anglian Water to undertake a new water 
connection in June 

• Notice of road closure by Highways from the Barleymow Roundabout to B4100 during 2 weeks in June in 
order to repair the road surface.  The Clerk will investigate the logistics of this notice. 

• The Neighbourhood Watch team have suspended their fees again for this year 

• The fees for emptying the dog waste bins will remain at last year’s prices. 

• Replacement of the broken bins and the relocation of one to the site opposite Mill Lane will be done as 
soon as possible. 

• The Clerk now has access to online banking. 

• Year end reports are being processed and the Internal Auditor is due to visit later this month 
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4. To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda. 
(Members should disclose any interests in the business to be discussed and are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable 
Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business). 

None declared. 
 

5. Public participation session (Members of the public are invited to address the council. The session will last for a maximum of 

15 minutes, with any individual contribution lasting a maximum of 3 minutes. Members of the public should address their 
representations through the chairman of the meeting) 
No members of the public were present. 

 

6. To receive a report on Finance matters, and to approve and ratify payments. 
6.1 Receipts and Payments, and Balance of Accounts 

  Community Account   £50,228.59 (as of 31st March 2023)  
  Business Premium Account £33,906.65 (as of 31st March 2023) 
Bank Reconciliation for March, included separately 
 

6.2 To appoint Internal Auditor – Catherine Camp, appointed be NCALC 
Resolved to appoint Internal Auditor 

6.3 To approve payment for EasyPC accounts package - £7.50 per month. 
Resolved to approve payment 

6.4 To approve additional 5 hours payment for Clerk’s salary for March 2023  
Resolved to accept payment 

6.5 To ratify and approve payments due: 
6.5.1 Additional request approval for payment to Npower of £458.39 

 

6.6 To ratify receipts due: 
 

Allotment Rent Plot Rent  Plot Rent  
1 £     18.00  15 £     18.00  
3 £     18.00  17 £     18.00  
5 £     18.00  18 £     18.00  

6a £       9.00  19 £     18.00  
6b £       9.00  20 £     18.00  
7 £     18.00  21 £     18.00  
8 £     18.00  22 £     18.00  
9 £     18.00  23 £     18.00  

10 £     18.00  24 £     18.00  
11 £     18.00  25 £       7.50  

12ab £     18.00  26 £     18.00  
14 £     18.00  27 £     18.00 

TOTAL Allotment rent 
 

 
 

£  295.50 

Payee Description Total VAT Note 

ICO Information Commissioners Office £35.00  DD 

Wave Allotment water £56.00 0 DD 

Wave Cemetery water £3.00 0 DD 

Texprep Newsletter £61.90 0 Cheque 103236 

V Griffiths Vonage - reimbursement £10.25 £1.71 Cheque 103237 

Gigaclear Broadband £41.30 £6.88 DD 

K Kerby Clerk’s Salary £746.70 0 Cheque 103234 (£450) 103235 (£296.70) 
HMRC PAYE £94.80 0 DD  

K Kerby Office stamps - reimbursement £9.50 0 Cheque 103238 

E.ON Lighting maintenance £211.16 £35.19 Cheque 103233 
TOTAL  £1269.61  £43.78  

NPower Lighting £458.39 £21.83 Cheque 103239 
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 Additional receipts due: 

Resolved to approve and ratify all payments and receipts 

7. Planning 

7.1 https://snc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2023/0384/FUL - 52 High Street Croughton 
NN13 5LT.  Single storey rear extension formed by demolition and rebuild of old outbuilding, to then be 
joined onto existing property. 

Resolved to support the planning application. 

7.2 https://snc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2023/0347/NMA - 19 Wheelers Rise, 
Croughton, Northamptonshire, NN13 5ND.  Non material amendment to WNS/2022/2061/FUL Single 
storey rear extension and a two storey side extension to remove the garage element and replace the 
garage door with a window, matching the existing kitchen window. 

Resolved to raise no objections 

7.3 https://snc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2022/0919/MAO - Land North Of Town 
End Farm Townend Close and West of Brackley Road Croughton, Northamptonshire.  Outline planning 
application for up to 46 dwellings and associated works at Land west of Brackley Road, Croughton. All 
matters are reserved for subsequent approval except for access. 

Resolved to request further information from WNC Planning dept. 

7.4 https://snc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2022/1557/EIA - Astwick Green Power 
Land North Of Barley Mow Farm Buckingham Road Evenley.  The construction and operation of an 
anaerobic digestion facility, ancillary infrastructure, landscape planting and the construction of a new 
access road and access from the B4031.  

7.4.1 To receive report from Cllrs Hacon and Greenfield’s visit to AD plant in Ipsden. 
The site at Ipsden is significantly smaller than the proposed site at Astwick.  Cllrs Hacon and 
Greenfield reported no obvious smell from the digesters or significant noise levels.  The 
process is maintained by the owner, with the gas produced being fed directly into the gas 
mains infrastructure.  The pressure within the digesters is low, so the risk of a significant  
explosion if the digesters are damaged, is also low. 

Councillors discussed the concern in Croughton of the additional farm traffic through the village 
during peak times when crops would be arriving at the proposed site.  CPC have already registered 
objections regarding the additional traffic through the village and the safety of fully laden lorries 
pulling onto the A43 at the Barleymow Roundabout in order to transport the gas to Banbury.  

 
8. Training 

8.1 Requests for training 
No requests were submitted. 
 

9. Action Plan 2023-24 and associated actions 
9.1 To appoint a School Liaison Officer 

9.1.1 The post has been accepted by a Croughton School Governor 
9.2 To receive report for action regarding the allotment wall 

9.2.1 The initial report carried out by Glanville Structural Engineers recommended iron brackets to 
provide support to the wall.  CPC agreed to not go ahead with this solution.  A further quote 
will be obtained from Blenheim Drystone Walling for removal and rebuilding a section of the 
wall. 

9.3 To receive a report from RAF Croughton 
9.3.1 The Base are holding a Business and Networking Event on 9th June 2023 

Payer Description Total Note 

Rotary Sporting Advert for Newsletter £30 Bank transfer 

https://snc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2023/0384/FUL
https://snc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2023/0347/NMA
https://snc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2022/0919/MAO
https://snc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2022/1557/EIA
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9.3.2 The Base Open Day will be on 24th June 2023 
9.4 To receive a report from SNAST 

9.4.1 There has been an increase of car thefts in the area, specifically keyless entry BMWs and 
Mercedes.  Advice is to store key fobs away from front doors and/or in a faraday pouch. 
 

10. To agree future position of the VAS unit 
10.1 To discuss the data presented from the VAS reports. 

10.1.1 Cllr Kerby presented the data collected from the VAS which supports the data collected 
regarding the speed of traffic from the traffic information presented by the 
Northamptonshire Police Safer Roads Team. 

10.2 To review other information presented regarding traffic flow through Croughton 
10.2.1 Traffic information collated by resident. 
10.2.2 Email presented by resident (redacted) 
10.2.3 Letter presented from school (redacted) 

10.3 To agree CPC Traffic Policy for the next 12 months 
It was agreed that CPC has collected a large amount of data which supports the view that there is 
now a large volume of traffic using the road through the village.  The VAS has minimal impact on the 
speed of traffic, but of the locations available the one outside Croughton School shows most benefit.  
All supporting documents are available on the website 
The Safer Roads Team have indicated that CPC have covered everything within their powers. 
CPC have discussed the issue many times and any further action would need to be referred to WNC 
Highways department. 
A proposal was put forward to invite anyone in the village to form a working party to come up with 
propositions and costings for rectifying the speed or volume of traffic through the village.  A notice 
will be included in the Croughton Newsletter. 
 

 A proposal was tabled to move the VAS to outside Croughton School for 6 months. 
 
 Resolved to place VAS outside Croughton School for 6 months 
 
11. To appoint Officer to manage the VAS 

Following the resolution to move the VAS to Croughton School, Councillors agreed to ask residents for 
anyone willing to take over the responsibility for moving the VAS. 
Resolved to ask for volunteers from the village to take over responsibility for moving the VAS. 
 

12. To agree actions for replacement of the Old Elm tree 
12.1 To review report presented at CPC meeting 13th March 2023 
 
There was discussion about planting a disease resistant Elm Tree in celebration of the King’s Coronation in 
May, but it was noted that this is the wrong time of year to plant a bare rooted tree, so planting may have to 
wait until the Autumn. 
There was also discussion about the installation of an Interpretation Board to provide information about the 
history of the old Elm tree and its significance to Croughton village.  To be investigated. 
Resolved to plant a disease resistant Elm Tree in celebration of the King’s Coronation 
 

13. To agree plans for maintenance of Croughton Cemetery 
13.1 Proposal from resident to manage the Cemetery Memorial Garden 
Resolved to accept the offer to maintain the Cemetery Memorial Garden 

 

14. Succession Planning for Chair & Vice Chair after May 2023 
14.1 The Clerk advised that if no Chair is voted in at the Annual Parish Council Meeting on 15th May, the 

meeting cannot go ahead. 
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15. To approve plans for a new CPC logo 
Suggestions were again received for a new CPC logo.  It was agreed that Croughton Church is a significant 
symbol of the village and would be a good image to use. 
Resolved to create a logo based on Croughton Church 
 

16. To receive additional items for the next agenda 
None received. 

 
 
Meeting closed at 21:16 
 
 
 
Approved at PC meeting 22/05/2023       Signed                                              (Chairman) 
                                                                         Date 
 

 


