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Croughton Parish Council 
Croughton Village Hall, Wheelers Rise, Croughton, NN13 5ND 

Tel: 01869 819905 
Email: clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.org.uk 

Clerk: Karen Kerby   

CROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Croughton Village Hall 
Monday, 11th December, 2023  

at 7:30pm 

 
MINUTES 

Present: 
Councillor Simon Kerby (Chairman) 
Councillor Steve Caldwell 
Councillor Trevor Davies 
Councillor Vee Griffiths 
Councillor Martin Hacon 
Councillor Rodger James 
Councillor Brian Tomlin 
 
In attendance: Karen Kerby (Clerk) 
 
The meeting opened at 19:30 
 

1.  To receive and approve apologies for absence. 
Apologies received from Councillor Zoe Greenfield 
Resolved: to approve and accept apologies. 
 

2.  To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th November 2023 
Resolved: to approve minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th November 2023 
 

3.  To note any matters arising not included on this agenda, for report only (clerk’s report) 
Matters noted by the Clerk: 

• The Barclays Premium Business account has been closed.  All funds are now in the Current account 
and accessible to the Clerk with a mandate which requires two person authentication for payment 
transactions. 

• The replacement of old SOX lamps has begun, with the first 10 scheduled to be completed early in 
the new year.  The Clerk is still to obtain a cost estimate for the rest of the lamps. 

• Membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) is due for renewal on 1st January 2024 at a 
cost of £148 (amended from £144 reported at the meeting). 

• The CPC Noticeboard outside the Coop will need replacing soon as the papers inside are getting 
damp. 

• Official pictures from the Elm tree planting ceremony have been uploaded to the Facebook page and 
shared to the Croughton Chat group. 

• Our long-term sponsors are happy to continue to sponsor the printing of the Croughton Newsletter. 

• The Clerk asked for Councillors to consider the purchase of a new printer to replace the old black 
and white printer/scanner in the office.  
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4.  To receive Declarations of Interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the 
agenda. (Members should disclose any interests in the business to be discussed and are reminded that the disclosure of a 

Disclosable Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that 
item of business). 

None received. 
 

5.  Public participation session (Members of the public are invited to address the council.  Members of the public should 

address their representations through the chairman of the meeting) 

No members of the public were present. 
 

6.  To receive report on Finance matters; to approve and ratify payments and receipts: 
Receipts and Payments, and Balance of Accounts: 

Community Account   £109,860.73 (as of 30th November 2023) 
Business Premium Account  ACCOUNT CLOSED 

 

1. To consider for approval the Bank Reconciliation for November 2023 
Resolved: to approve Bank reconciliation for November 2023 
 
2. To ratify and approve payments and payments due (updated from agenda): 
 

Description Reference Payee VAT Total 

Water DD Wave £0.00      £ 56.00  

Water DD Wave £0.00      £3.00  

Cllr Training BACS NCALC  £ 8.40   £50.40  

Maintenance (reimbursement) BACS M Hacon  £2.34   £14.04  

Phone (reimbursement) BACS V Griffiths (Vonage)  £1.71   £10.25  

Grasscutting contract BACS M Dempsey £0.00      £3,535.00  

Clerk salary BACS K Kerby £0.00  £955.60  

Clerk salary DD HMRC (PAYE) £0.00  £66.20  

Elm tree sundries (reimbursement) BACS B Tomlin £0.00 £266.97 

Membership renewal BACS SLCC £0.00 £148.00 

TOTAL  
 

£12.45  £5,105.46  

 
Resolved: to approve payments and payments due. 
 
3. To note receipts for November: 

 
 

Description Reference Payee VAT Total 

Cemetery fees Cheque Humphris Funeral directors  £220.00 

Allotment rent DC Plot 20  £18.00 

Allotment rent DC Plot 22  £18.00 

Transfer funds TRNS Business Premium Account  £34,068.38 

Bank interest TRNS Business Premium Account  £96.14 

TOTAL  
  

£34,420.52 

7.  Planning Applications: 
1. https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/7407/NMA – Non material amendment 

to WNS/2023/0384/FUL – 52 High Street. 
Resolved: no objections raised 
2. https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/7197/TCA - Works to dismantle 1x 

Sycamore to ground level in the conservation area. 
Resolved: no objections raised 
3. https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/7790/TCA - Works to trees in 

conservation area - T1 Maple – Fell 
Resolved: no objections raised 

https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/7407/NMA
https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/7197/TCA
https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/7790/TCA


 

3 
 

4. https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2022/1557/EIA - The construction and 
operation of an Anaerobic Digestion Facility on Land North Of Barley Mow Farm - to note that the 
application is to be presented at the West Northamptonshire Strategic Planning Committee meeting, 
on 11th December 2023. 
Two Councillors attended the meeting.  Feedback will be given at the next CPC meeting. 

 

8.  Action Plan 2023-24 and associated actions 
1. To receive updates in respect of Councillor Responsibilities, if available: 

a. Croughton All Saints Church: 
i. The final stage of the grant application will be considered at the meeting of the 

Charity Trustees on 11th January 2024. 
b. RAF Croughton: 

i. There have been a number of personnel changes at the base. 
ii. A pause on recruitment for the liaison between the Base and the community has 

been lifted.  Recruitment for the role is due to begin shortly. 
c. Village Hall: 

i. Maintenance continues.  A number of the swing seats have been replaced, and signs 
are planned to give clearer for users of the facilities. 

d. SNAST: 
i. The website for Neighbourhood Watch needs to be updated with up-to-date contact 

details. 
2. To note Risk Assessment for Croughton footpaths. 

Item to be deferred to next meeting. 
3. To consider a response to the mis-sold Exclusive Right of Burial, previously addressed at CPC 

meeting on 10th July 2023 (Item 9). 
Resolved: to refund the cost of the ERB as a gesture of good will and in full and final settlement of 
any distress caused. 

4. To receive requests for training. 
Cllr Kerby and Cllr Caldwell requested permission to go on the ‘Code of Conduct in Practise’ course 
in March - specifically to get clarification about the guidance around councillors’ Declaration of 
Interests. 
 
 

9.  Budget for 2024/25  
1. To note previous year’s receipts and payments (from AGAR) 
2. To consider the proposed spending Budget for 2024-25 

It was agreed to increase funds for the planned project to repair the Allotment wall (£5k) to add to 
the £44k held in Reserves. 
Funds have been earmarked for replacement of all the SOX lamps in the village (£16k) to be taken 
from Reserves. 

3. To consider the proposed Reserves for 2024-25 
It was proposed that £15,300 of General Reserves be moved to the Allotment Wall Repair fund, as 
well as excess funding from the Newsletter (£1,926), Defibrillator (£607), and Website (£800) 
Reserves. 

 
The proposed Budget for 2024/25 will be considered for approval at the next meeting. 
 
 

10.  To consider for approval an application for Co-option to Croughton Parish Council 
After discussion it was agreed to Co-opt the applicant. 
Resolved: to Co-opt the applicant. 
 
 

https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2022/1557/EIA
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11.  To consider, for approval, the proposal for the project management of the repair to the allotment 
wall, as seen at the CPC meeting on 13th November. 
A meeting has been held with the contractors (ABDS) to clarify the proposal for project management of 
the repair.  An updated document has not yet been received, but approval was given by Cllrs to go 
ahead with the initial expenditure of £1,500 to start the preparatory work for the project, including the 
design of the project. 
Resolved: to commit to £1,550 initial expenditure on the project. 
 

12.  To consider planning for a bench and plaque for the new Elm Tree. 
After discussion it was agreed to focus on creating an information board about the original Elm tree and 
looking into the cost of a plaque for the new Elm tree.  Item to be deferred to the next meeting. 
 

13.  To receive update on the Traffic Working group.  
A proposed terms of reference document was circulated for consideration at the next meeting. 
 

14.  To receive additional items for next agenda. 

• To consider a replacement printer for the Parish Council Office. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 21:13 
 


