Croughton Parish Council

Croughton Village Hall, Wheelers Rise, Croughton, NN13 5ND
Tel: 01869 819905

Email: clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.org.uk

Clerk: Karen Kerby

CROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Croughton Village Hall
Monday, 9" October, 2023
at 7:30pm

MINUTES

Present:

Councillor Simon Kerby (Chairman)
Councillor Vee Griffiths

Councillor Martin Hacon
Councillor Trevor Davies
Councillor Brian Tomlin

Councillor Zoe Greenfield
Councillor Steve Caldwell

In attendance: Karen Kerby (Clerk)

The meeting opened at 19:31

To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillor James
Resolved: to accept apologies.

To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11*" September
2023
Resolved: to approve minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11" September 2023.

Clerk

To note any matters arising not included on this agenda, for report only (clerk’s report)

Following the conclusion of Rule 5(2) of The Local Elections (Parishes and Communities) (England and
Wales) Rules 2006, CPC was informed that no-one had contacted WNC regarding the Casual Vacancy
for a Parish Councillor. The PCis now able to Co-Opt a new member to the Council.

Invoices for the allotments have been sent out for period Sept 23 — March 24

The Clerk has written to E.ON for an estimate to replace a number of old SOX lamps in the village.
Reply has yet to be received.

The application for last year’s grant from WNC for verge maintenance has now been processed and
received.

There have been some on-going issues with Barclays bank, regarding extra information they have
required as part of new FCS rules, which have now been resolved. Funds in the Savings Account will
now be transferred to the current account in order to ensure access to them is on the same Bank
Mandate.



mailto:clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.org.uk

To receive Declarations of Interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the
agenda. (Members should disclose any interests in the business to be discussed and are reminded that the disclosure of a
Disclosable Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that
item of business).

None received

Public participation session (Members of the public are invited to address the council. Members of the public should
address their representations through the chairman of the meeting)
None present

To receive report on Finance matters; to approve and ratify payments and receipts:
Receipts and Payments, and Balance of Accounts:
Community Account £79,562.13 (as of 29'" September 2023)
Business Premium Account £34,068.38 (as of 29'" September 2023)

1. To consider for approval the Bank Reconciliation for September 2023

2. To ratify and approve payments and payments due for October:

Description Reference | Payee VAT Total
Npower (new DD set up) DD Lighting electricity £15.08 £348.90
Water DD Wave £0.00 £56.00
Water DD Wave £0.00 £3.00
Broadband DD Gigaclear £6.88 £41.30
Clerk salary BACS K Kerby £0.00 £627.30
Phone (reimbursement V Griffiths) | BACS Vonage £1.07 £11.32
Newsletter printing BACS Texprep £0.00 £61.90
Lighting Maintenance BACS E.ON £56.02 £336.12
TOTAL £79.05 £1,485.84

Resolved: to ratify and approve payments and payments due for October.

3. To note receipts for September:

Description Reference | Payee VAT Total

Allotment rent DC Plot 26 £18.00
Allotment rent DC Plot 12ab £18.00
Grass cutting grant CcC WNC Finance £497.79
Memorial CcC Banbury Memorials £45.00
Precept CcC WNC £19,766.00
TOTAL £20,344.79

4. To approve the cancelation of unpresented cheques on the Bank reconciliation, and the payment
of the total outstanding amount via BACS.
Resolved: to approve cancellation of unpresented cheques and the payment of the total
outstanding amount via BACS.

Clerk

Clerk

Planning Applications:
No new Planning Applications to consider, as at 4™ October 2023.

Action Plan 2023-24 and associated actions
1. Toreceive updates in respect of Councillor Responsibilities:
a. Croughton All Saints Church — the application for the grant towards the restoration of the
South Porch has been submitted, including the letter from CPC. An update is expected
after the end of October.




b. Footpaths — AF5 maintenance is still unresolved. It was agreed that this should be added
as an item for the next meeting when council will be looking at the Budget for 24/25. The

clerk will find out the cost for adding it on the current grass-cutting contract. Clerk
c. Highways —the recent resurfacing works on the B4031 have been completed.
d. Police / SNAST — next meeting on 14" November
e. RAF Croughton — None received.
f.  Village Hall — posts have been put along the edge of the playing field to try to prevent a
recurrence of any access to the field by unauthorised vehicles.
2. To receive requests for training.
a. Retrospective approval for Cllr Greenfield to attend Planning Nuts and Bolts course on 2™
October, 2023
Resolved: to retrospectively approve attendance on the Planning Nuts and Bolts course
b. To receive feedback from Planning Nuts and Bolts course
3. Matters arising from Risk Assessments received, for consideration.
a. Benches
i. The identified bench on Wheelers Rise requires repairing, and large shrub needs
removing.
Clir Griffiths agreed to cut the Buddleia back and attempt to remove it.
Cllr Hacon agreed to assess the work required to fix the bench and report back to the
next meeting.
b. Footpaths
i. AF5 —Limited access for disabled people, overgrown vegetation causing trip hazard
through summer months, insubstantial fencing to adjacent field.
It was agreed that the issue of disabled access is not appropriate for this footpath.
It was agreed that the overgrown vegetation will be addressed in the next year’s
budget discussions (8.1.b. above)
ii. Self-seeded tree adjacent to the cut-through on Highways land from Brackley Road
to High Street.
It was noted that this is not a recognised footpath, and that the tree has already
been reported and actioned by FixMyStreet.
9. | To receive feedback from the Little Brook Ward meeting held on 12*" September 2023
No issues reported that directly affect CPC.
10. | To consider CPC action to be taken following a complaint of cars blocking entrance to ROW
(Bridleway) AF2.
A complaint has been received regarding cars blocking the entrance to the Bridleway AF2 from the road
for horses using the ROW. It has been suggested that a notice asking people to leave more space
between cars would help.
It was noted that this land is owned by RAF Croughton with public access given for the Bridleway. Clerk
Resolved: to write to RAF Croughton to ask for signage to be placed on or near the gate.
11. | To consider the supply of an EIm tree or other suitable alternative to commemorate the King’s
Coronation.
A resident has offered help in securing a disease resistant Elm tree. The cost of a suitable tree would
be from £200 upwards.
Cllr Tomlin has been speaking to the resident who will be able to provide more details following a Clir

meeting with Hilliers, the supplier.
Resolved: to accept the offer of help and ask for further information.




12. | To consider CPC action to be taken following report of Willow tree planted in allotment plot.

A complaint has been received regarding a Willow tree which is overgrown and impacting on adjacent

allotments.

Allotment tenancy rule 4 states:

4. Trees, hedging or large shrubs shall not be planted. The Allotment Garden is for the cultivation of

vegetables, flowers and soft fruit only.

After discussion, it was agreed to write to the owner of the allotment asking for the removal of the

allotment.

It was also agreed that Cllrs would arrange to visit the allotments and check that all allotment holders

are adhering to the rules of the Tenancy Agreements.

Resolved: to write to the allotment holder requesting the removal of the Willow tree Clerk
13. | To consider for approval a new position for the VAS on Brackley Road.

The new position on lamppost A57 would replace the previous site.

It was agreed that the new position is more appropriate for cars leaving the village. The Clerk to check

that there will be no cost incurred by CPC. Clerk

Resolved: to approve the new position for the VAS on Brackley Road and remove the previous

location, subject to there being no cost to Croughton Parish Council.
14. | To receive update on the Traffic Working group.

Terms of Reference are to be complied before a meeting can be arranged with the volunteers. Cllrs/

The Clerk to email all volunteers to update them on the progress. Clerk
15. | To receive additional items for next agenda.

None received

The meeting closed at 20:43

Minutes approved at CPC meeting on 13" November 2023

Signed (Chair) Date




