Croughton Parish Council

Croughton Village Hall, Wheelers Rise, Croughton, NN13 5ND
Tel: 01869 819905

Email: clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.org.uk

Clerk: Karen Kerby

Present:

MINUTES

Of meeting of Croughton Parish Council in the Parish Room, Croughton Village Hall
on Monday 13" March 2023 at 7.30 p.m.

Councillor Vee Griffiths
Councillor Rodger James
Councillor Brian Tomlin
Councillor Trevor Davies
Councillor Simon Kerby
Councillor Steve Caldwell
Councillor Zoe Greenfield
Councillor Martin Hacon
Councillor Steve Lyons

In attendance: Karen Kerby (Clerk)

Meeting commenced at 19:31

Chairman’s Announcement

| would like to advise councillors and members of the public that under the Openness of Local Government Bodies
Regulations 2014 members of the public are permitted to photograph, film, broadcast and report on the meeting,
subject to the efficient running of the meeting not being disrupted.

1. To receive and approve apologies for absence.
None received.

2. To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13* February, 2023
Minutes accepted.
Resolved to accept minutes: Proposed ClIr Kerby, Seconded Clir Hacon

3. To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda, for report only (clerk’s report)
The Clerk reported the following:

She has received an email reporting the problem stemming from cars parking near the Co-op. The
resident has suggested we could look at extending the restricted parking area. She said she would pass
the comment on to the Council.

The final bill from Wave for the water leak at the allotments has increased to £804.74. Despite the
Clerk’s best efforts CPC will have to pay it.

She has recently spent two Saturdays on the New Clerks Course, run by NCALC, which covered all basic
aspects of the clerk’s job.

She would like to propose using a basic accounts package designed for small Parish Councils. Currently
she has it on a trial basis, and will make a decision next month, but it costs in the region of £6 per month
and would be a big step forward from the four different spreadsheets which all need updating
separately.

She is also getting some way forward in gaining access to online banking.

The Clerk would like to take a week’s holiday during the week commencing 20" March.
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To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda.
(Members should disclose any interests in the business to be discussed and are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable
Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business).
None declared.

Public participation session (Members of the public are invited to address the council. The session will last for a maximum of
15 minutes, with any individual contribution lasting a maximum of 3 minutes. Members of the public should address their
representations through the chairman of the meeting)

No members of the public were present.

To receive a report on Finance matters, and to approve and ratify payments.

6.1 Receipts and Payments, and Balance of Accounts
£52,368.57 (as of 28™ February 2023)

£33,864.62 (as of 31 December 2022)
Bank Reconciliation for February, included separately

Community Account
Business Premium Account

6.2 To ratify and approve payments and payments due:

Payee Description Total VAT Note
Wave Allotment water £56.00 0| DD
Wave Cemetery water £3.00 0 | DD
Texprep Newsletter £61.90 0 | Cheque 103227
V Griffiths Vonage £13.00 £2.17 | Cheque 103232
Gigaclear Broadband £41.30 £6.88 | DD
K Kerby Clerk’s Salary (total amended from Cheque 103229 (£450) 103230 (£223.30)
£673.30 0
Agenda)
HMRC PAYE £21.40 0 | DD (£76.40 - £55.00 credit)
NCALC Responding to Planning Applications £45.60 £7.60 Cheque 103228
course —ClIr
NCALC New Clerks Course — Clerk £222.00 £37.00 | Cheque 103226
E.ON Lighting maintenance £28.16 £4.69 | Cheque 103231
TOTAL £1165.66 £58.34
Planning

No planning updates were received prior to agenda publication.

Training

8.1 Requests for training
No requests were submitted.

Action Plan 2022-23 and associated actions

9.1 To appoint a School Liaison Officer
Clir Davies to offer the post to a school Governor.

9.11

9.2 To receive VAS location update and report

9.2.1 The VAS s currently in covert mode on Brackley Road. A full report of the data collected to
be presented at the next full Council meeting.
9.2.2 Cllr Lyons provided two additional letters, one from Croughton School and one from

Northamptonshire Police Safer Roads Team, forwarded by a resident, to be included as part
of the discussion at the next full Council meeting.
9.3 To approve a plan of action regarding the allotment wall

9.3.1 It was agreed to speak to the structural engineer who carried out a survey in 2022. No
report was provided at the time although work was carried out. The Clerk to follow up.
9.3.2 It was also agreed to contact Blenheim Dry Stone Walling for a comparison quote.

9.4 To receive a report from RAF Croughton
9.4.1 A new card system for authorised entry onto the Base is being implemented.
9.5 To receive a report from SNAST
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10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

9.5.1 It was noted that the website northamptonshireneighbourhoodalert.co.uk sends alerts from
the police and neighbourhood watch groups regarding crime in the area. The Clerk agreed
to sign up to receive alerts.

To receive a report from the Ward meeting (verbal)

10.1  ClIr Rebecca Breese reported that plans for warehousing at J10 and J11 of the M40 had not been
included in the Cherwell Local Plan. Additionally, the plan for new houses has been paired back to 2041
resulting in a reduction in the requirement for new housing.

10.2  ClIr Breese has established an agreement that there will be a Strategic Overview for the area so that
individual planning applications affecting Highways will not be taken in isolation.

10.3 There was discussion about the effectiveness of the Ward meetings in its current format. It was
agreed to move the discussions to the next CPC meeting to give Councillors a chance to consider the
reason for a Ward meeting and what could be a more appropriate format.

To approve position of replacement dog waste bin

11.1 It was agreed to place the bin opposite the end of Mill Lane. The Clerk to organise with Marcus
Young.

Resolved to place new dog waste bin opposite the end of Mill Lane:

Proposed Cllr Tomlin, Seconded Cllr Hacon

To receive plans for the Old EIm Tree

12.1  Suggestions for options were received.

12.2  After discussing the options, a proposal was made to remove the back part of the tree in order to
make it safe. Resolved to remove the back part of the tree: Proposed Clir Hacon, Seconded Clir James

12.3  Further discussion concluded that the Council should investigate the cost of planting an established
disease resistant EIm tree alongside the church gate. It was suggested that this be linked to the King’s
Coronation. Resolved to investigate planting a disease resistant EIm. Proposed Cllr Hacon, Seconded
Clir Lyons

12.4  Resolved to consider the provision of an interpretation board to be installed alongside the old tree
stump. Proposed Clir Caldwell, Seconded Clir Davies

To approve plans for a new logo — carried forward to next meeting.

Succession planning for Chair and Vice Chair after May 2023.

14.1  ClIr Griffiths indicated her intention to step down as Chair at the Annual Parish Council meeting in
May.

14.2  ClIr Hacon also indicated his intention to step down as Vice Chair at the Annual Parish Council
meeting in May.

Additional item, added at the discretion of the Chair

15.1  Proposals for the addition of shelves to the Book Stop were discussed. Approval was given for the
shelves to be added to the sides of the Bus Stop, to allow for the seating area to be available for use.

To receive additional items for the next agenda

None received.

Meeting closed at 21:12
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