
1 
 

Croughton Parish Council, Croughton Village Hall, Wheelers Rise, Croughton, Northants. NN13 5ND Tel: 01869 819905 
Clerk: Karen Kerby  Email: clerk@croughtonparishcouncil.org.uk 

MINUTES  
Of meeting of Croughton Parish Council in the Parish Room, Croughton Village Hall  

on Monday 13th February 2023 at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Present: 
Councillor Vee Griffiths 
Councillor Rodger James 
Councillor Brian Tomlin 
Councillor Simon Kerby 
Councillor Steve Caldwell 
Councillor Zoe Greenfield 
Councillor Martin Hacon 
Councillor Steve Lyons 
 
In attendance: Karen Kerby (Clerk) 
 
Meeting commenced at 19:30 
 
Chairman’s Announcement 
I would like to advise councillors and members of the public that under the Openness of Local Government Bodies 
Regulations 2014 members of the public are permitted to photograph, film, broadcast and report on the meeting, 
subject to the efficient running of the meeting not being disrupted. 
 
1. To receive and approve apologies for absence      

Apologies received and accepted from: 
Councillor Trevor Davies 
Resolved to accept apologies: Proposed Cllr Hacon, Seconded Cllr Tomlin    

 
2. To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 9th January, 2023 

Minutes accepted 
Resolved to accept minutes: Proposed Cllr James, Seconded Cllr Tomlin 
    

3. To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda, for report only (clerk’s report) 
The Clerk reported that, despite having been told otherwise by representatives from both Wave and Anglian 
Water, CPC will have to pay the charge for the excess water due to the leak at the allotments.  The monthly 
Direct Debit has been adjusted to collect the amount. 
 

4. To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda. 
(Members should disclose any interests in the business to be discussed and are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable 
Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business). 

None declared 
 

5. Public participation session (Members of the public are invited to address the council. The session will last for a maximum of 

15 minutes, with any individual contribution lasting a maximum of 3 minutes. Members of the public should address their 
representations through the chairman of the meeting) 
No members of the public were present 

 

6. To receive a report on Finance matters, and approve and ratify payments 
6.1 Receipts and Payments, and Balance of Accounts 

  Community Account   £56,677.13 (as of 31st January 2023)  
  Business Premium Account £33,8864.62 (as of 31st December 2022) 
Bank Reconciliation for January, included separately 
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6.2 To ratify and approve payments and payments due: 

6.3 Internal Control Report 
Items noted were: 
Payments (Financial regulations 5) 
Cheque 103190 – payment has now been rectified with NPower 
Cheque 103201 – not presented to council for approval was a donation to Royal British Legion for a 
poppy wreath – Council approved retrospectively  
Proposed Cllr Kerby, Seconded Cllr Greenfield 
 
Receipts (Financial regulations 9) 
Receipts now recorded 

7. Planning 
7.1 WNS/2022/0919/MAO at Land North of Town End Farm, Townend Close and West of Brackley Road 

Croughton.  Outline planning application for up to 46 dwellings and associated works at Land west of 
Brackley Road, Croughton.  No final decision has yet been made.  There had been a response from the 
Lead for Local Flood indicating that they had not received sufficient information from the applicants.  

7.2 Acorn BioEnergy site visit.  Arrangements are still being organised as the original dates were not suitable. 
 
8. Training 

8.1 Updates from Training courses attended: 
8.1.1 Social Media course  

Emphasis was on using Facebook for engaging with the community. 
8.1.2 Responding to Planning Applications 

Reinforced the approach that CPC have been taking in sticking to local policies and material 
considerations when responding to a Planning Application. 

8.2 Requests for training 
No requests were submitted 
 

9. Action Plan 2022-23 and associated actions 
9.1 VAS update  

9.1.1 VAS location update 
9.1.1.1 The mobile VAS has now been moved to Brackley Road 
9.1.1.2 Initial data from locations shows a small reduction in speed when the sign is turned 

on compared to when it is in covert mode.  The site at Blenheim appears to have the 
most impact, but this is likely to be due to traffic approaching it downhill. 

9.1.2 Ongoing management and movement of the VAS. 

Payee Description Total VAT Note 

Wave Allotment water £8.00 0 DD 

Wave Cemetery water £3.00 0 DD 

M Dempsey Grass cutting £2,330.00 0 Cheque 103215 

Texprep Newletter £61.90 0 Cheque 103216 

V Griffiths Vonage £10.25 £1.71 Cheque 103217 

E.On Lighting maintenance £211.16 £35.19 Cheque 103218 

Gigaclear Broadband £41.30 £6.88 DD 

CGM Ltd Groundworks by allotments £870.00 £145.00 Cheque 103219 

Marcus Young Ltd Emptying of dog bins £798.72 £133.12 Cheque 103220 

E.On Lighting repair £336.00 £56.00 Cheque 103221 
K Kerby Clerk’s salary £587.60 0 Cheque 103222 (£450) 103223 (£137.60) 

HMRC PAYE £43.60 0 DD (£55.00 - £11.40 credit) 

NCALC • Social Media for Councils (Cllr) 

• Year-end & Audit (Clerk) 
£81.60 £13.60 

Cheque 103224 

NPower Footpath lighting  
£504.26 £21.16 

Includes £60 underpayment from Oct 2022 
Cheque 103225 

TOTAL  £5,887.39  £412.66  

https://snc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2022/0919/MAO
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9.1.2.1 Cllr Kerby wished to record that he is happy to move the mobile VAS to a permanent 
location, but he does not want to continue to move it beyond that time. 

9.1.2.2 It was agreed that a decision on the long-term location of the mobile VAS will made 
once all the data is available from Brackley Road in April. 

9.1.3 Discussion of information from the Police Traffic reports. 
9.1.3.1 Data collected by the Police Road Safety team shows the volumes of traffic through 

the village, and largely supports the data collected from the mobile VAS.  It was 
noted that the permanent VAS sited on High Street does not have the functionality 
to collect data, neither does the sign in Blenheim. 

9.1.3.2 A motion was proposed to table the discussion until all the data is available for both 
traffic volumes and speed, in April. 

   Proposed Cllr Griffiths, Seconded Cllr Hacon 
 

9.2 To receive a report from RAF Croughton 
Cllr James reported that personnel at RAF Croughton had expressed an interest in joining a cemetery 
tidy-up as per last year 

9.3 To receive feedback from SNAST 
No feedback was available 

9.4 Allotment Policy – rent review 
The clerk reported that Allotment tenants need to be given 6 months’ notice of an increase to rents.  
Rent review will be deferred to August 2023 for notification of increase in March 2024. 

9.5 Replacement Dog Waste Bin 
There are 2 broken bins – 1 at end of Brackley Road, 1 outside 46 High Street 
It was agreed to remove the broken bin outside 46 High Street on hygiene grounds. 
Proposed Cllr Caldwell, Seconded Cllr James 
This item will be added to the next agenda when councillors will have time to assess where best to 
place a new dog waste bin, if appropriate. 

9.6 Action Plan 2023/24 – proposals 
The post of a school liaison representative remains unallocated 

9.7 Cemetery fees for April 2023 
It was agreed to keep the fees unchanged for April 2023 
Proposed Cllr Tomlin, Seconded Cllr Kerby 

9.8 Set date for Annual Parish Meeting 
Date agreed as 24th April 2023 

10. Discussion regarding the proposed Nursery provision at Croughton School 
After discussion it was agreed to support the proposal for nursery provision at Croughton School. 
Proposed Cllr Hacon, Seconded Cllr Kerby 
 

11. Suggestions for a new CPC logo 
Suggestions put forward for a logo were discussed.  It was agreed that the inclusion of a tree was a good 
idea, but it should be representative of an old Elm tree, not a generic tree.  It was also agreed to design a 
logo which could be used as part of a letterhead. 
Further discussions are planned for the next meeting.  
 

12. Suggestions of how Croughton could mark the Coronation. 
It was noted that the Church are planning their annual fete close to the date of the Coronation.  It was 
therefore agreed that CPC will offer to support this rather than organising a separate event. 
Proposed Cllr James, Seconded Cllr Kerby 

13. Change to CPC office opening hours 
The Clerk requested a change to the office opening hours from Tuesday & Thursday mornings to Monday 
and Wednesday mornings, 09:30 – 12:30 
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14. The Old Elm tree 
A verbal report was presented to the council giving details of the state of the tree, including consultation 
with an Arborist, West Northamptonshire Highways, the Arboriculture Officer for South Northamptonshire 
Council, and feedback from residents following the item in the February edition of the Croughton Newsletter 
as well as the post on the CPC Facebook page. 
14.1 The Arborist has confirmed that the tree was dead, full of beetles and would move with a nudge 

from his rod.  He expressed concern that the top three sections were extremely unstable and in 
danger of falling at any time.  Solutions were discussed, including removing the sections with a 
chainsaw, propping up the top section and strapping it all together, or fencing the area off. 

14.2 The Arboriculture Officer for West Northamptonshire Council has confirmed that if the tree is dead 
and unsafe, it can be cut back without prior notice, providing the correct notice is submitted within 5 
days of the work being completed. 

14.3 West Northamptonshire Highways have confirmed that responsibility for the maintenance of the 
tree is with Croughton Parish Council 

14.4 Four responses were received from residents of Croughton, with preference that the tree should be 
made safe and preserved if possible. 

After much discussion, the Council decided that action needed to be taken swiftly to make the tree safe. 

• A proposal to place a fence around the area was rejected by 5 votes to 2, on the basis that it would be 
costly and would also impede the church gate. 

• A second proposal to pull the loose sections down, rather than cutting them, was voted 5 in favour, 1 
against with 1 abstention. 

 
 
Items for next agenda: 

• To discuss siting for new Dog Waste Bin  

• To appoint a School Liaison Representative 

• To discuss new CPC logo 

• To discuss what to do next with the old Elm Tree at Croughton All Saints Church 
 
 
Meeting closed at 21:27 
 
 
 
Minutes Approved 13th March 2023 
 
Signed (Chair) ……………………………………………………………. 


